
Chula Vista Kiwanis History 
by George Gillow 

Chartered in 1950 



Chula Vista in 1950 
• Population was 16,500 

 



    Agriculture still a major business in 1950. 
   Many lemon orchards. 

Chula Vista: “Lemon Capital of the world”.  
 ALSO: 

•Strawberries 
•Celery 
•Tomatoes  
•Lima Beans  
•And More 



1948: 3rd Ave. and K St.  
Lemon groves and packing plant 

 



1948: 3rd Ave. and K St. 
Lemon groves and packing plant 

 



1950: 3rd and K lemon groves replaced by housing.  

Sunkist Packing Plant Still there.  
Removed in 1960 



1950: 3rd and K lemon groves replaced by housing.  



Chula Vista High School opened in March, 1950 
4th Ave. between L and K Streets 



KFMB TV-8 only TV station 
 • First time on air on May 16, 1949. 

• Affiliated with all networks: NBC, CBS, ABC and Dumont. 
• Link to TV-8 early history: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=RL0f4IGSt1k 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=RL0f4IGSt1k


Chula Vista in 1950 
• New City Hall opened at 276 4th Ave.—current location. 
• Moved from 3rd Ave. 
• Z. Dwight Kidder was Mayor.  

Old Location 239 3rd. 
Today is location of CV Star News 



Savage’s Restaurant 
• Popular restaurant. 
• Located at NE corner of 4th Ave. and E Street. 
• Birthplace of Kiwanis. 
• Had drive-in food service. 



Ben Patton—CV Kiwanis Founder 

Today building is a medical center 



April 18th, 1950 Meeting at Savage’s 

• Set up by Ben Patton. 
– Decision was made to form a Chula Vista Kiwanis Club. 
– Kiwanis International required 25 members and sponsor 

of an existing Kiwanis club. 

 
• National City and South Bay Kiwanis clubs agreed to 

co-sponsor. 
• 32 members signed up in one month. 



May 16th, 1950 Meeting 

• Organization meeting held at Savage’s. 
• Ben Patton elected first president. 
• Other officers and board members elected. 
• Darwin Smith, Kiwanis International Field 

Representative from Chicago, explained setup 
procedures. 

• (Meeting exactly one-year after TV-8 went on the air.) 
 



June 20th, 1950 Charter Dinner 
• Dinner held in Rose Room of US Grant Hotel. 

– 89 people attended. 

• Charter presented to Ben Patton by Park Arnold, Past District Governor. 
– Arnold spoke about the history of Kiwanis International. 

• James Dawson, past District Lt. Governor and charter member of National 
City Club, presented history of local Kiwanis.  
– Dawson was also a funeral director in NC. 





June 20th, 1950 Charter Dinner 



June 20th, 1950 Charter Dinner 
Wonder why they did not serve the famous mock turtle soup? 



June 30, 1950 Organization Meeting  

• 16 committees formed. 
• Some were: 

– Agriculture and Conservation. 
– Boys and Girls Work Committee. 
– Support for Churches. 
– Public Relations. 
– Key Clubs. 



August and September, 1950 

• Board Meeting at Hubbard 
Mortuary, Aug. 3rd. 
– Ben promised a “live meeting”. 

– Maybe he offered “stiff” drinks. 

 

• Key Club set up at Chula Vista High 
School in Sept. 
– Charter Kiwanis member Dr. Ralph 

Schrock was sponsor. 
• He also was a faculty advisor at CV High. 



Some Meeting Places 

• Savage’s in 1950. 
– Restaurant closed in 1951. 

• San Diego Country Club. 
– 1950s, 1960s. 

• The Glenn Restaurant in Bonita. 
– Later called South Bay Golf Club. 
– Now Chula Vista Golf Course 
– 1960s, 1970s, 1980s, 1990s. 

•  Jimmy's Restaurant -1980s.  
• Lions Club-1980s.  
• Anthony's -1990s, 2000s. 

 
 



Women Admitted in 1987 

• Kiwanis International had votes in 1976, 1984 
and 1986 to admit women.  All failed. 

• Vote in 1987 passed. 
• First CV Kiwanis women members:  

– Dorothy Murphy – First woman member, Oct. 1988.  
• Principal of Hilltop High School. 

– Xema Jacobson —2nd woman member, Feb. 1989. 
• Worked for County Supervisor Jim Bates. Then was a Labor 

leader and member of the SD Airport Board. 

– Cheryl Dye -- First woman president of CV Kiwanis. 
• Economic Department Manager, City of Chula Vista. 

– Candy Emerson —Club President in 2000.  
• Wife of CV Police Chief.  

 
 



First Women Members CV Kiwanis 
Article on Dorothy Murphy and Xema Jacobson 

CV Star News Article from 
February 16, 1989. 
 
Xema’s last name is misspelled 
in the article.  Should be 
Jacobson. 



1997-1998 Officers 



40th Anniversary, 1990 

Tom Money is in the picture not Mark Money 
Should be Xema not Zema 



Some Activities 
• Children’s play day. 
• Scholarships. 
• Golf Tournaments. 
• Win-A-Grand raffle. 
• Support of CV High School athletics. 

– Sponsored annual awards banquet at CVHS in 1950s. 
– Kiwanis bowl after Hilltop High was built in 1959. 

• Special Olympics. 
• Donations to hospitals. 
• Mile of Quarters. 
• Art Auctions. 
• Breakfast with Santa. 
• Support of Key Clubs and Circle K. 

 
 



Support of Police and Safety 
• Donation to CVPD Crime Prevention—1988. 

 

• Safety Awareness week in 1979. 
– CV Kiwanis hired an airplane to tow a banner: “Chula Vista Kiwanis 

Says Drive Safely”. 

 
 



Fiesta de La Luna 
CV Kiwanis sponsored candidates for Fiesta de La Luna Queen 

Kiwanis candidate, Lita Smith, won in 1958 



Fiesta de La Luna 
CV Kiwanis sponsored candidates for Fiesta de La Luna Queen 

Kiwanis candidate, Carol Seacord, won in 1959 

Fiesta Queen Carol Seacord with her brother and sister 



Fiesta de La Luna 

• Kiwanis Sponsored:  
– Children's 

parade. 
– Golf Tournament.   
– Booths at Fiesta 

de la Luna fair. 

 



Fiesta de la Luna Parade was a large parade. CV Kiwanis may have had a float, 
like Lyons Club float. But no record found. 
Most parades were on 3rd Avenue between K and E streets. 

Lyons Club Float 



Meetings/Programs 

Chula Vista Star News 
May 1, 1988 



Programs 
San Diego radio and TV personalities 

• Hudson and Bauer- KFMB 
radio.   
– July 31, 1979 

 
 

• Don Howard – KCBQ radio. 
– September 11, 1990 
– Short Video of Don Howard: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AKiQ6R_jr

uM 

 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AKiQ6R_jruM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AKiQ6R_jruM


Programs 
San Diego radio and TV personalities 

• Lyle Bond, KFMB TV-8 
Sportscaster 
– Aug 17, 1971 

• Link to YouTube TV-8 news 
show “This Day 1964”: 

https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=ZZdmBjqfMMA 

        (Lyle Bond appears at 
about time 36 seconds into 
the video) 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZdmBjqfMMA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZdmBjqfMMA


Orville Redenbacher 

Link to a 1980 
commercial: 

https://www.you
tube.com/wa
tch?v=Ewv9q
39A1pU. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ewv9q39A1pU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ewv9q39A1pU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ewv9q39A1pU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ewv9q39A1pU


Travelogue Programs 

• Lectures and films. 

• Refreshments by Circle K Club. 

• Held at Hilltop High School. 

 



Some Presentations 
• Candidates for political office. 

• Bert Steward, Automobile Club Secretary. 

 

Oct 24, 1976 



Some Presentations 
• Presentation on PMS on July 31, 1984. 

– By Genevieve Deutsch, Certified Nurse Practitioner. 

 



Some well know members--1950 to 1970 

• Ben Patton—Funeral Director Hubbard Mortuary and later 
accountant and tax consultant. 

• C.C. Alley—Charter member and realtor. 
• Chet Devore —First president of Southwestern College in new 

campus (1984). 
• Burt Tiffany —Superintendent of Chula Vista Elementary 

School District. 
• Lowell Blankfort – Owner and Publisher of Chula Vista Star 

News. 
• Wadie Deddeh – California Assemblyman and State Senator. 
• Peter De Graaf – Dairyman, Chula Vista Councilman and Mayor. 
• Lee Bendickson – Attorney.  Father-in-law of recent member 

Vince Acosta.  Lee shared office with Todd Stone and Garry 
Bowman. 

• Frank Scott– Chula Vista Councilman (later Mayor). 
• Bob McAllister – Chula Vista Mayor. 

Chet Devore 



President Eisenhower visited Chula Vista  
on October 11, 1960. 

• Event held at San Diego 
Country Club. 
 

• Event was sponsored by CV 
Rotary.   
 

• However Congressman Bob 
Wilson and Mayor Bob 
McAllister played major role 
in arranging the visit.  
– Both were members of 

Kiwanis. (Wilson with SD 
Club). 

 
Wilson is seated next to the podium and 
McAllister next to him 



Members who served the longest 

• Ben Patton—1950 to 
2007 (57 years) 
– Had good attendance. 

– He attended his last 
meeting a week before 
he died.  

• Robert Gans—1957 to 
2014. 

 

            Priscilla and Ben Patton 



Other Long serving members 

From CV Star News May 26, 1985 



Longest serving current members 
35+ years 

• Tom Money – 1972.  
• Garry Bowman – 1973.  
• Todd Stone – 1982.  
• Jerry Rindone – 1979. 

 
• All served as President 

 



Membership ranged from 30 to 64 members. 
Around 2010 was probably the largest 
membership at 64. 
Lots of years it was under 35. Some years it 
was around 50 members.   



Chula Vista Kiwanis 70th Anniversary 
Saturday, June 20th 2020 

Suggest “Ben Patton Day” Luncheon or Dinner 
at US Grant hotel’s Grant Grill 

 


