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Early History

▪ Bonita was very rural until major 
developments began in the 1960s.

▪ The  area where the Bonita Bel-Aire 
subdivision was built was annexed by 
the City of Chula Vista in 1962.

▪ The first Bonita Bel-Aire homes were 
built in 1963.

Bonita Road in the late 1950s near where Wells Fargo Bank is today.



Rural Sweetwater/Bonita Valley in 1954

Willow Street 
Bridge

Future location of 
Bonita Bel-Aire

Allen School

Not many homes in 
Bonita. 

Small  shopping 
Center:
1. There was one 

gasoline station.
2. La Tienda store 

sold everything 
from cosmetics 
to hardware.

3. Bonita Store 
sold groceries.

 Small Shopping 
Center

The valley was mostly dairies, lemon groves and orange groves.
Aerial picture looking east.



Early History

▪ All of the hillside that would become Bonita 
Bel-Aire was owned by A. Ellis Barron.

▪ Barron was a rancher who owned a lot of 
property in the Sweetwater Valley.
• He had sheep that grazed on the hills that became 

Bonita Bel-Aire.

My recollection 
is they were 
herded by,  
Frank 
Etchinique. He 
had a home on 
Otay lakes Rd 
just west of the 
current 
intersection... It 
was just a dirt 
road  as I recall. 
He could graze 
them from the 
area around BV 
HS. Down, 
northerly to the 
dairy. In the 
spring we too 
grazed the hill 
in search of 
wildflowers, 
known as 
shooting stars 
and chocolate 
bells........
Great memories 
George. Thanks



Comment on Ellis Barron’s Sheep 
Here is a comment from Bud Wilson:  My recollection is they were 
herded by Frank Etchenique. He had a home on Otay lakes Road just 
west of the current intersection. It was just a dirt road as I recall. He 
would graze them from the area around Bonita Vista HS down, northerly 
to the dairy. In the spring we too grazed the hill in search of wildflowers 
known as shooting stars and chocolate bells.

Shooting Stars Chocolate Bells



Early History
▪ A. Ellis Barron sold the property to a group of 

Italian/Portuguese tuna fishermen in 1957. 
• This group included John B. Vattuone, Salvatore S. 

Alioto, Manuel Serpa and Mathew Olivera.  
• Mathew Olivera was the largest landowner and 

leader of the group.

▪ The purchase price was $69,000. “That was 
quite a catch for the fishermen.” 
• We paid $68,500 for our house in 1974.

▪ The property was annexed to the City in 1962.
• That year it was sold to Hart and Sons who 

developed the property. Emily and Mathew Olivera

Source: Historian Steven Schoenherr



Annexation by the City of Chula Vista on July 3, 1962.
▪ The Bonita Bel-Aire subdivision area was annexed by the 

City of Chula in July 1962.

• Called the Olivera Annexation (Named for Mathew 
Olivera.)

▪ At the time, the western boundary of the City was just 
west of where the I-805 freeway is today.

▪  The State requires city limits to be contiguious.

• Therefore, the City did a corridor annexation.

300’ corridor:
It extended straight to the west about where I-805 is today.  
The corridor then turned 90o toward the south and 
connected to the city limit line near Hilltop High School.  



Aerial view about the time the property was purchased by Hart and Sons.

Future location of 
Bonita Bel-Aire.

Otay Lakes Road

Allen School

According to Bud Wilson, long 
time Bonita resident, people 
would walk on trails at the top of 
the hill where Greenwood Pl. is 
now located.  

People would hunt for quail and 
rabbits on the hill. They called 
the hill “Barron’s hill.” 

Future Southwestern 

College about here.

This aerial view, taken in 1961, is on 

page 19 of the book "Images of 

America Bonita" (available at the 

Bonita Museum and on 
Amazon.com). 



Developers Hart and Sons

▪ Developers, Hart and Sons, planned on 
constructing 127 homes.

• Ground-breaking was in Sept. 1962.

• Construction began in Jan. 1963.

Clipping from 

Chula Vista Star 

News, May 5th, 

1963.

I wonder how 

many homes still 

have mirrored 

bathroom walls?



Why does the Aire have an “e” instead of just Air like many others?
▪ Bel Air is French for beautiful air.

▪ Bel Aire is French for beautiful area.

▪ In the 1960s, the air quality in Southern California was much worse than today.

• I remember seeing thick purple smog here in San Diego.

▪ The Bel-Air neighborhood in LA where celebrities live was established in 1923 by Alphonzo Bel. If it had been 
named in the 1960s, it may have been called Bel-Aire because of the reduced air pollution at the time.

▪ Calling our neighborhood a beautiful area rather than beautiful air made more sense in 1962.

Los Angeles smog in the 1960s.

Also, this was going around:
Red in the morning sailors take warning.
Red at night sailor’s delight.
Brown all day. 
You're docked in LA.

On a 1960s Tonight show, 
Johnny Carson joked that 
flights into LA airport were 
delayed because the airplanes 
were stuck in the smog.



Homes under construction in 1963.

This is a view looking west. 

 Notice Point Loma at the top. 

Calle Mesita

Camino Del Cerro Grande

1094 Calle Mesita

This house is at 215 Camino Del Cerro Grande. 

 It is one of the few houses perpendicular 

 to the street.

Calle Mesita



Finished houses ready for sale on Calle Mesita.
This is a clipping from the San Diego Union-Tribune dated September 22, 1963.

1078 Calle Mesita

The house is not 

parallel to the 

street. This is the 

west side of the 

house.1065 Calle Mesita

The street today



Aerial View in 1964
▪ Top to bottom streets going East to West:

• Calle Mesita.
• Calle Escarpada.
• Part of Camino Elevado.
• Otay Lakes Road.

▪ Right to left streets going North to 
South:
• Camino Del Cerro Grande (CDCG).
• Calle La Mirada.
• Part of Camino Elevado.

▪ The City chose the street names.  The Harts 
wanted them changed to names of their 
daughters and one to Bonita Bel Aire Ave.
• Camino Del Cerro Grande to Jennifer.
• Camino Elevado to Bonita Bel Aire.
• Calle Mesita to Sandra.
• Calle La Mirada to Carol.
• Calle Escarpada to Linda.
• The city rejected the changes.

North 



Ads from July 1963



Northern part of Camino Elevado in 1967.

▪ Otay Lakes Road is the 
two-lane road at the 
bottom.

▪ Calle Escarpada is on the 
upper left.

▪ Calle La Mirada is on the 
upper right.

▪ Note construction is still 
going on and swimming 
pools are not filled.



Shopping near Bonita Bel-Aire was limited in early days.

▪ For  the first four years, the only grocery 
store was the small Bonita Store.

• It had a deli that made good 
sandwiches.

• The building is still there.  It has been 
used as restaurants for decades.

▪ A Big Bear Market was opened in 1967 at the 
location of the current Dollar Tree Store.

• It was not a large supermarket. 

• Residents still did most of their grocery 
shopping in downtown Chula Vista.

▪ Bonita Centre (a.k.a. Vons Shopping Center) 
opened in 1978.

• Besides Vons, there were many stores 
including an ACE Hardware, Roundtable 
Pizza, Harvey’s Bakery and Hallmark.

Bonita Centre under construction, 1977.

▪ Big Bear Market opened on 
December 27th, 1967.

▪ There was a telephone booth 
outside.

Bonita Store in 1964.



Shopping near Bonita Bel-Aire was limited in early days.

▪ The Ralphs Shopping Center, near 
Southwestern College, was not built 
until 1989.

▪ Plaza Bonita was completed in 1983.
• The closest shopping malls were the 

Chula Vista Shopping Center in west 
Chula Vista and the smaller South Bay 
Plaza in National City.

▪ I-805 was completed in 1975. 
• Before that, Bonita Bel-Aire residents 

had to drive down E street to I-5 if 
they worked in San Diego or wanted 
to go to the zoo or shopping at the 
mall in Mission Valley.

 

Chula Vista Shopping Center in 1965
Marston’s was located where Macy’s is today. 



Name Changed to Country Club Heights

▪ In 1968, Silvergate Savings acquired the 
empty lots and unsold houses in the Bonita 
Bel-Aire neighborhood from Hart and Sons.

▪ The name of the neighborhood was changed 
to Country Club Heights.

▪ Initially, Silvergate Savings wanted to change 
the zoning to make smaller lots so they 
could build more houses. This was rejected 
by the City of Chula Vista.

• Had this plan been approved, there could 
have been about 60 more homes in the 
neighborhood.

1968



All the house numbers were changed in 1971.
▪ The original house numbers 

were mostly 4000s on all 
streets. Some were in the 
high 3000s.

▪ They were changed in 1971 
to today’s numbers.

▪ I can still see the impression 
of number 4120 on my 
house which is now 250:

Lane Cole, Public Works Director, 
later became City Manager.



Custom Houses Built 1968-1985
▪ Custom houses were built on all the vacant 

lots. 

• Some were built by Silvergate Savings and 
others by owners who purchased empty 
lots.

• The last homes on the original lots were 
completed in 1975.

▪ Three additional lots were created at the 
north end of Camino Del Cerro Grande.

• Homes were built there in 1975 (two 
houses), 1977 and 1985.

▪ Two additional lots were created at the east 
end of Calle Mesita.

• Homes were built there in 1975 and 1976.

1978

Notice the newly completed Bonita Ridge Estates and 
southern part of Surrey Drive being developed.

This clipping from the CV 
Star News in 1969, shows 
a house number of 4610. 
Today it is 1073.



One house was moved to Calle La Mirada.

▪ When I-805 was being built 
in the early 1970s, some 
houses in National City had 
to be moved or demolished.

▪ One house was moved from 
439 “S” Avenue in National 
City to 250 (then 4140) Calle 
La Mirada.



Original Location in NC

Aerial view from 1966 shows the house 
at 439 “S” Avenue in National City. 

Same NC location in 1971 shows that 
the house that was moved is gone.

These four houses did not 
need to be removed.

“S” Ave.

1966 1971



Location in National City today.

Approximate location 
of the house that was 
moved.

These four 
houses are 
still there.

“S” Ave. 
is gone.



The relocated house on Calle La Mirada today.

There was considerable opposition to the move of the house. Some 
longtime neighbors, who still live here, remember the controversy. CV Star News Oct 15, 1970



Name Changed Back to Bonita Bel-Aire in 1972

▪ The name of the 
neighborhood was 
changed back to Bonita 
Bel-Aire in 1972.

▪ The renaming to 
Country Club Heights 
caused a lot of 
confusion.
• County and City 

records showed the 
subdivision as Bonita 
Bel-Aire.

• This was a problem 
when houses were sold 
or there were property 
legal issues. This is an example of the way deeds are filed with the San Diego County Recorder’s 

office.  It only shows Bonita Bel-Aire and no street name or number.

Property tax records and City and County maps 
have always shown Bonita Bel-Aire. They had 
not been changed to Country Club Heights.

XX



Dairy on Hill Below Calle Mesita

▪ Bonita Bel-Aire residents had milk delivered to their homes from 
the Eaton, Golden Arrow and Dari-Fresh Dairies.

▪ Residents who lived on the north side of Calle Mesita recall seeing 
dairy cows on the hill below their back yards. 

• Some homeowners who saw the cows still live on Calle 
Mesita.

▪ The Dairy was called the Eaton Dairy. It was closed 1975 when the 
property was sold for development.

• The original dairy was the Few Acres Dairy which was started 
about 1920 by Francis M. Brown. 

o Mr. Brown was the maternal grandfather of Bud Wilson.

• F. M. Brown sold the Dairy to Thomas Eaton in 1943. The 
Dairy was renamed Eaton Dairy.

Bottle top from 
the Few Acres 
dairy.

Tokens were 
purchased by 
customers and left 
on doorsteps for 
payment when 
milk was delivered.

Milk 
was in 
bottles



Few Acres Dairy 1920-1943
Eaton Dairy 1943-1975

Golf 
Course

Eaton
 Dairy

Horse Ranch
Calle 

Mesita

Bonita 
Road

Otay 
Lakes 
Road

1971 Aerial

This aerial from 
1971 shows homes 
on Calle Mesita.  
Until 1975, the 
dairy’s property 
extended up the 
hill.  

There is an empty 
lot where the Vons 
Shopping Center 
would eventually 
be located.



Few Acres Dairy (Later Eaton Dairy)

Cows on hill 
below  future 

location of  Calle 
Mesita.

House was a converted 
chicken coop and home of 
Dick Wilson’s family.

Future location 
of  Calle Mesita.

Dick Wilson was Bud Wilson’s father.  Bud lived in the converted chicken coop home 
as a child.  Dick Wilson worked at the dairy, owned by his father-in-law F. M. Brown.

Bud Wilson



Neighborhood Watch 2012
▪ The neighborhood watch program began 

in 2012 when Angela Gaines, Community 
Affairs CVPD, suggested that we start a 
neighborhood watch.

▪ Initially, there were 80 households on the 
neighborhood watch email list.

▪ Today there are 146 households in Bonita 
Bel-Aire and Bonita Ridge Estates.  
• Many households have two or more 

members. There are now 175 email 
addresses on the NW list.

▪ There are fewer crimes reported in our 
neighborhoods than in 2012.
• More homes have become “hardened 

targets” as described by the CVPD.
• More people have been watching out for 

their neighbors. 



Neighborhood Watch, The Entryway Walls

▪ At the first meeting with the 
CVPD, neighbors raised the 
issue of the ugly entryway 
walls.
• Police told us that it 

indicated a run-down 
neighborhood which is more 
susceptible to crime.

• 42 neighbors donated a 
total of $5600 for a 
contractor to repair the 
walls.

▪ The walls needed repair and 
painting again in 2017.
• Neighbors volunteered to 

work on the walls and clean 
up the area.

Walls looked like this for decades. After repair, paint and lettering in 2012.

.

2017

2017 after volunteer work.



Neighborhood Watch, The Entryway Walls
▪ Volunteers 2017:

▪ Volunteers 2023—General Cleanup:

.



APPENDICES



Chula Vista Star 
News clipping from 
July 21st 1963.



City of Chula Vista 
inspection record for 
our house, February to 
June 1963



Some Bel-Air and Bel-Aire names in USA and Canada

City in Kansas
Neighborhood in 
Calgary Canada

City in Maryland

1957 Chevrolet Bel-Air

Bel-Air Bowling Alley, Belleville Illinois

BelAir Cantina, Milwaukee WI
(Mexican Restaurant)

Bel Air Restaurant in 1960s 
Greenville Illinois

Bel-Air Grill, Knoxville TN



Bonita Bel-Aire 60 years
July 2023!



Sunset Looking West
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